
Census’ Economic Directorate Update

Moderator: Carol Aristone – Economic Indicator Division

Introduction of Presenters:

• Blynda Metcalf -Annual Integrated Economic Survey (AIES)

• Michael Reich - Census of Governments (CoG)

• Kathy Bonney - Business Trends and Outlook Survey (BTOS)

Any views expressed in this presentation are those of the author(s) and not those of the U.S. Census Bureau.
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Annual Integrated Economic Survey
(AIES)

LED Workshop

March 2023
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Discontinuance of Annual Programs
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• Survey Year 2021
• Annual Survey of Manufacturers (ASM)
• Report of Organization

• Survey Year 2022
• Annual Retail Trade Survey (ARTS)
• Annual Wholesale Trade Survey (AWTS)
• Service Annual Survey (SAS)
• Annual Capital Expenditures Survey (ACES)
• Manufacturers’ Unfilled Orders Survey (M3UFO)



• Aligned with enterprise 
solutions

• Consolidated processing 
systems

• Standardized and rotating 
content

• Respondent-centric
• Coordinated collection and 

instruments
• Harmonized reporting units
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• Leveraging of alternative 
data

• Holistic company analysis

• Integrated frame and sample

• National and subnational 
estimates

• Economy-wide data 
products

Key AIES Improvements
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What we did:

• 62 of 78 recruited 
companies provided 
data

• Survey instrument, 
debriefing interviews, 
Response Analysis 
Survey

The U.S. Census Bureau has reviewed this data product for unauthorized disclosure of confidential 
information and has approved the disclosure avoidance practices applied. (Approval ID: CBDRB-
FY23-ESMD002-004)

Pilot - Phase 1



• February 2023
• Mailout Pilot Phase II – Approximately 900 

Companies

• Spring 2023
• Conduct Usability Testing – 3 Rounds

• September 2023
• Conduct Dress Rehearsal – Approximately 9K 

Companies
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Research and Testing



Sampling Design Requirements
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National

• Revenue/Receipts, Annual 
Payroll, Inventories, Capital 
Expenditures…

• Disaggregated industry (NAICS) 
levels

• Differs by sector

• 4-digit NAICS, 5-digit NAICS, 6-digit 
NAICS

Subnational

• Revenue/Receipts, Annual Payroll, 
1st Quarter Payroll, Employment

• Region, Division, State

• Aggregated NAICS levels (2 and 3-
digit)

• Aggregated NAICS level (2 through 
4-digit manufacturing only)



• API

• Limited footprint in data.census.gov

• Focus on Tableau dashboard

• CSV data files

• Ingest of AIES data in Federal Reserve Economic Data 

(FRED)
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Publication 
Outline

• Tableau Data Visualizations
Work in 

Progress!

Dissemination – Viewing AIES Data



Current Discussions
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• Time Series
o Discussing what data items we can preserve and how

• Covering AIES during Economic Census years
o Discussing options and pros/cons of how to cover AIES in the years of the 

Econ Census – recommendations to be presented to SLT with September 
update

• Indicator Impacts
o Discussing the impact of various AIES activities (sampling, program 

maintenance, release dates, etc.) on the Indicator programs
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Key Task/Deliverable Planned Timeframe

Conduct Phase II Pilot Survey February – May 2023

Conduct Usability Testing (3 rounds) February - Sept. 2023

Conduct Dress Rehearsal Sept. – Dec. 2023

Finalize Dissemination Plan September 2023

Obtain Production Sample Nov. 2023 – Jan. 2024

Receive Production-Ready Collection Instrument December 2023

Mail the Annual Integrated Economic Survey March 2024

Release Data Products July 2025

Key Milestones
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THANK YOU! 

If you have further questions, feel free to contact:

Blynda.K.Metcalf@census.gov – AIES Product Owner

Website:  Census.gov/AIES

mailto:Blynda.K.Metcalf@census.gov
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2022 Census of Governments

Michael Reich, Assistant Division Chief

Public Sector Programs 

Economy-Wide Statistics Division

U.S. Census Bureau



Census of Governments Overview
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• The most comprehensive source of uniform statistics on the 
economic activity of state and local governments

• Conducted every 5 years in years ending in “2” and “7”

• Measures a governments’ activity over the course of the relevant 
fiscal year

• Annual surveys are conducted in non-Census years to collect the 
same data from a sample of governments



Census of Governments Overview
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3 Key Components
Organization 

The number and characteristics of governments.

Employment
The total number of employees and payroll of state and local governments.

Finance 
Revenues, expenditures, debt, cash and securities, and public pensions data
for the state and local governments.



Census of Governments Overview
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What is it used for?
• Development of the government component of GDP
• Development of the national income accounts
• Development of personal income figures for state and county areas
• Allocation of certain federal grant funds
• Legislative research
• Comparative studies of state and local government finance
• Public and fiscal policy and research



Organization Component

Content
• Address and contact information

• Relationships among governments 
and their agencies

• Classification information

• Historical sampling information
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Data Collection
4 Primary Means of Updating 
Information:
• Legal Research
• Directory Research
• Government Units Survey (GUS)
• Other survey operations

Updates to the frame, called the 
Governments Master Address File 
(GMAF), are continual throughout the 
5-year cycle



Organization Component

Count of Governments:  1942 to 2017
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/visualizations/2019/econ/from_munic

ipalities_to_special_districts_america_counts_october_2019.pdf
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https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/visualizations/2019/econ/from_municipalities_to_special_districts_america_counts_october_2019.pdf


Organization Component
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90,125
State and Local Governments

50
State Governments

90,075
Local Governments

38,779
General Purpose

19,495
Cities

3,031
Counties

16,253
Townships

51,296
Special Purpose

12,754
Independent School Districts

38,542
Special Districts

2017 Government Counts



Individual State 
Descriptions

• Summary information about the 
organization of state and local 
governments for each State and DC

• https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/gus/library/publications.html
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/gus/library/publications.html


Employment Component
Content
Statistics Produced by Function
• Full- and part-time employees
• Full-time equivalent employees
• Gross Payroll

Reference Period
• Pay-period including March 12, 2022
• Payroll amounts reflect the month of March

Data Collection
• Combination of electronic administrative record 

reporting and direct collection for State Governments
• Electronic administrative record reporting by large 

local governments and other local government data 
collected via internet reporting tool

Total Government Employment by Function:  2021
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2021/econ/aspep-2021_final.pdf
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Finance Component

Content

Categories
• Revenues by source
• Expenditures by function and object
• Debt and assets
• Public pensions

Tabulations are produced by state and by type of 
government

Reference Period 
Fiscal year ending between July 1, 2021 and 
June 30, 2022
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Data Collection Methods

• Compilation from Administrative Records
• Central Collection 
• Direct collection via internet reporting tool

Publication Flow
• State Tax Collections
• Public Pensions
• State Government Finances
• State and Local Government Finances



Finance Component – State Tax Collections
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https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/selected-annual-state-tax-collections-2010-2021.html

https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/selected-annual-state-tax-collections-2010-2021.html


Finance Component – Public Pensions
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https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2020/econ/g20-aspp.pdf

https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2020/econ/g20-aspp.pdf


Finance Component – State and Local 
Government Finances
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https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2021/econ/g21-asfin.pdf

https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2021/econ/g21-asfin.pdf


Census of Governments Overview
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High-Level Milestones
Organization 

• Mailed in February 2021
• Tables - Summer 2023
• Individual State Descriptions - Spring 2024

Employment
• Mailed in March 2022
• Tables - June 2023

Finance 
• Mailed in November 2022
• Tables:

• State Tax – April 2023
• Pensions – June 2023
• State Finance – Early 2024
• State and Local Finance – Fall 2024



Additional Reference Materials

Census of Governments Website
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cog.html

Census of Governments Infographic
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2020/econ
/2022-cog-infographic.html

Census of Governments Snapshot Tool
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive
/state-local-snapshot.html

Data.Census.gov topics
• Government
• Government Employment and Payroll
• State and Local Government Finances
• Public Pension Systems
• Taxation Revenue
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cog.html
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2020/econ/2022-cog-infographic.html
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/state-local-snapshot.html


Contact

Michael Reich, Assistant Division Chief, Public Sector, U.S. Census Bureau

michael.r.reich@census.gov
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mailto:michael.r.reich@census.gov


Business Trends and Outlook 
Survey (BTOS)
High Frequency Program (HFP)

Kathryn Bonney, EMD

Project Manager
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Small Business Pulse Survey (SBPS) Recap
The SBPS measured the effect of changing business conditions during the coronavirus pandemic. 
The SBPS complemented existing Census Bureau data by providing detailed, near real-time 
information on the challenges that small businesses face. The Census Bureau partnered with 
subject matter experts at other federal agencies for content.
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Methodology

• Initial target population for BTOS is all 
nonfarm, single-location employer 
businesses with receipts of $1,000 or 
more that are in the United States, 
District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico

• Sample size to be 1.2M, split into six 
bi-weekly panels of 200K, 
representing 5.8M single unit 
businesses of all sizes

• Proportional sample allocation is used 
(the same percentage of businesses is 
selected from each stratum)

• Once in the sample, businesses will 
be asked to respond to the survey 
once every twelve weeks
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Data Collection

• Ongoing 2-week data collection 
periods

• Dual contact strategy for 
representative sample

• Email vs mail collection

• Conducted through online reporting 
tool, Centurion

• Began July 18, 2022, and the first 
publication was October 13, 2022
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Content – Part 1
Questionnaire Concepts

Overall performance

Revenue

Employment

Hours worked

Hiring Difficulties

Operating status

Delivery time

Supply chain impacts

Demand

Output prices

Input prices

Online platforms

Forecast horizon
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- Legacy SBPS Concepts

Recent 
Change

Future 
Projection

Survey 
Concept

Small Business Pulse Survey

Business Trends and Outlook Survey

• Reuse SBPS content where possible

• External stakeholder feedback used to help prioritize 
content

• Expanded to include future projections for many 
concepts



Data Products

State Sector
Sub-sector 

(NAICS3)
Top 25 MSA

Employment 

Size

State X X X

Sector X X X

Sub-sector 

(NAICS3)
X

Top 25 MSA X

Employment 

Size
X X X

Single Dimension:
• National Average
• State (D.C. and Puerto Rico)
• NAICS Sector
• Sub-sector (NAICS3)
• Top 25 MSA
• Employment Size

Multi-Dimension:
• State by Sector
• State by Employment Size
• Sector by Employment Size
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National Data Visualizations – Part I
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Dials highlight four key 
indicators by collection period

Index explanation



National Data Visualizations – Part 2
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Bar chart allows you 
to see individual 
response categories 
while the trend line 
displays the 
corresponding index



National Data Visualizations – Part 3
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Create estimates for 
every question’s 
response category, 
including those 
without an index.



National Data Visualizations – Part 4
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Get estimates for 
every question’s 
response category, 
including those 
without an index.

Select different 
chart views –
this gives the 
ability to see all 
of the indexes



State Data Visualizations – Part 1
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Map shows users index estimates 
by collection period and index.



State Data 
Visualizations 
– Part 2
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Charts on state and sector stay the same as on National but can 
be filtered by state or sector

Same chart view 
selection option for 
state and sector as 
on national



Sector Data Visualizations – Part I
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Sector heatmap 
shows time-series 
data by index and 
by sector.



Sector Data 
Visualizations 
– Part 2
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Filter all charts by 
sector, just like in 
state

Select chart 
view
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API allows quick access to data
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Downloads give users option to see time 
series collection of different subsets of 
data



Resources
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Podcast: Overview of the Business Trends and Outlook Survey –
YouTube

Business Trends and Outlook Survey: BTOS - Data (census.gov)

Small Business Pulse Data: Small Business Pulse Survey Data 
(census.gov)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAZcldYUUNA
https://www.census.gov/hfp/btos/data
https://portal.census.gov/pulse/data/


Questions
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